empty nerve canals is well worn, and it is very difficult to advance in this direction anything new.
I will first describe my ideal of a pulp cap : It must be disinfectant, antiseptic, antiphlogistic, and a non-conductor of thermal changes; it must also fit the surface covered, accurately, and adhere to it; at the same time it must be absolutely unyielding.
*
For the purposes of disinfection, and as a destroyer of germs of tooth decay, regardless of the nature of the latter* I have found nothing that is more efficient than the old perfumery of the dental office?creosote.
I am aware that very many of our practitioners have entirely banished it from their offices ; but where an article has proved itself a good and faithful servant, it certainly seems poor policy to abandon it for anything less thoroughly subjected to the test of use.
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The great value of the varnish is, of course, its nonconducting property, and the certainty with which, without pressure, it will adapt itself to the surface covered. But another and very great benefit is the protection of the sensitive tissue from irritant action of the phosphoric acid in the plastic material, and especially is this the case when the paper before mentioned is used.
Have we not in the above that which we most desire?
Many practitioners prefer some of the various forms of the zinc plastics for filling the canal, but the experience of the writer is against them, as he has found that where pus comes in contact with such material, the plug is dissolved and a passage will be burrowed right through it. Then, too, they are not perfectly dense and non-absorbent substances.
Gutta percha, however, is one of the best substances that can be used in the mouth, for it is able to resist the action of any and every fluid, be they corrosive or otherwise.
If I have presented anything that is interesting I am gratified; if nothing of interest, I thank you for your forbearance in listening to a short paper on a trite but hackneyed subject.? Odontographic Journal.
